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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 6, 10, 12, 14, 16, 17, 19, 20, 31-33, 49, 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Bell # 1,618,564 in view of Wynings # US 
2003/0068201 A1 . 

Bell discloses an apparatus, capable of stamping wet concrete comprising: 

A roller (13) having oppositely disposed ends, as at (13a, 13b) and a surface (22) 

defined by a textured stamp. See Figs. 1, 2. 
A receiving portion (1 1 ) for rotatably engaging said roller, further comprising: 

A cross bar (1 1 ) parallel to the axis (1 2) of the roller (13). 

A pair of lateral members (1 1 ) rotatably mounted to the cross bar (1 1 ). 

A handle (10) pivotably attached to the cross bar by a pivotable joint. 
What Bell does not disclose is providing removable weights to the cross bar. 
However, Wynings teaches it is known to provide manually guided, compaction rollers 
(10) capable of being used to finish unset concrete, can be provided with removable 
weights (40), supported on elongated, upright holding mechanisms (38), disposed at 
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opposite ends of a cross bar (18), such that said removable weights are positioned 
vertically above said compaction roller (12/14), in order to adjust the gravitational 
compaction force applied by each end of the compaction roller. See Figs. 1-3, Para. 
[0019-0020]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to provide the compaction roller of Bell, with 
removable weights disposed adjacent the ends of the compaction roller, as taught by 
Wynings, in order to adjust the compaction force applied to the surface being 
compacted. 

With respect to claims 3, 6, 10, 12, 16, 17, 19, 20, 49, 50 Bell discloses essentially all 
that is claimed, to include a textured, compaction-roller that is capable of embossing an 
aesthetically pleasing texture to a soft concrete surface being finished, as is known in 
the art. Further Wynings teaches it is known to dispose elongated, support holders/bars 
(38) to permit customized adjustment of the compaction force along the axis of the 
compaction roller, as is known in the art. 

With respect to claims 31-33 Bell discloses a compaction roller, capable of being used 
to compact lawns and finish soft concrete. A method for stamping wet concrete 
comprising the steps of: 

Providing a compaction roller having opposed ends, and a textured surface, defined by 
a stamping material. 
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A receiver portion (1 1 ) for rotatably engaging said roller, further comprising: 

A cross bar (1 1 ) parallel to the axis (1 2) of the roller (1 3). 

A pair of lateral members (1 1 ) rotatably mounted to the cross bar (1 1 ). 

A handle (10) pivotably attached to the cross bar by a pivotable joint. 
What Bell does not disclose is the step of providing removable weights to the cross bar. 
However, Wynings teaches it is known to provide manually guided, compaction rollers 
(10) capable of being used to finish unset concrete, with removable weights (40), 
supported on elongated, upright holding mechanisms (38), disposed at 
opposite ends of a cross bar (18), such that said removable weights are positioned 
vertically above said compaction roller (12/14), in order to adjust the gravitational 
compaction force applied by each end of the compaction roller. See Figs. 1-3, Para. 
[0019-0020]. Based on the material being compacted. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to provide 
the compaction roller of Bell, with removable weights disposed adjacent the ends of the 
compaction roller, as taught by Wynings, in order to adjust the compaction force applied 
to the surface being compacted. See Para. [0020]. 

2. Claims 2, 4, 7, 13, 15, 22-27, 29, 51-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Bell #1,618,564 in view of Wynings # US 2003/0068201 A1 as 
applied to claims 1,6, 17 above, and further in view of Chandler et al. # 3,910,738. 
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Bell in view of Wynings discloses essentially all that is claimed, to include the use of 
removable weights, disposed on holders, above the compaction roller, as put forth 
above, but doe not explicitly recite the use of vertical posts to support the removable 
weights. However, Chandler et al. teaches concrete finishing rollers (10), having 
textured and/or patterned embossing rollers (14), capable of embossing a pattern or a 
texture (15) onto the top surface of soft concrete during the compaction process. The 
embossing process being adjusted and controlled based on the tightness of the curing 
concrete, via the addition or removal of very common "donut" weights (26), supported 
on a cross bar (17) of said compaction roller (10). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made that post- 
type supports for removable weights could oriented either horizontally, as taught by 
Wynings, or vertically, as suggested by Chandler et al., solely dependent upon the 
intended use of the compaction roller, or the type of weights to be used. See Fig. 1 ; 
Col. 1,1ns. 48-68. 

3. Claims 11,21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bell # 1,618,564 in view of Wynings # US 2003/0068201 A1 as applied to claims 10, 20 
above, and further in view of Brimo # 4,776,723. 

Bell in view of Wynings discloses essentially all that is claimed, to include the use of 
textured, patterned embossing rollers, capable of stamping an impression in soft 
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concrete, but does not disclose the use of a rubber stamp element for forming a regular 
brick pattern. However, Brimo teaches urethane-rubber stamping tools (50) can be 
used to emboss an aesthetically pleasing, "herring bone" brick pattern on soft concrete. 
Brimo further teaches other shapes may be used according to the desired pattern to be 
formed. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to 
provide the compaction roller of Bell in view of Wynings, with rubber stamping tools, as 
taught by Brimo, in order to emboss a variety of different textures and patterns on soft 
concrete. 

4. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bell # 
1 ,61 8,564 in view of Wynings # US 2003/0068201 A1 and Chandler et al. # 3,91 0,738 
as applied to claim 22 above, and further in view of Brimo # 4,776,723. 
Bell in view of Wynings and Chandler et al., disclose essentially all that is claimed, but 
does not disclose the use of a rubber stamp element for forming a regular brick pattern. 
However, Brimo teaches urethane-rubber stamping tools (50) can be used to emboss 
an aesthetically pleasing, "herring bone" brick pattern on soft concrete. 
Brimo further teaches other shapes may be used according to the desired pattern to be 
formed. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to 
provide the compaction roller of Bell in view of Wynings and Chandler et al., with rubber 
stamping tools, as taught by Brimo, in order to emboss a variety of different textures 
and patterns on soft concrete. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims, have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Raymond W. Addie whose telephone number is 571 
272-6986. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am-3:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on 571 272-6998. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


9/16/2008 


/Raymond W. Addie/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3671 


